
GROW YOUR FUTURE FROM THE GROUND UP!

WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY 
INDUSTRIES?
The Primary Industries include all the sectors 
that grow, harvest, and manage natural 
resources - like land, animals, and plants. These 
industries feed, fuel, and clothe the world - and 
in Aotearoa, they’re a vital part of our economy 
and identity.

THIS PATHWAY INCLUDES 
SECTORS LIKE:
	• Agriculture & Farming
	• Horticulture & Viticulture (fruit, veges)
	• Apiculture (beekeeping)
	• Forestry
	• Aquaculture & Fishing
	• Conservation & Environmental Management

IS THIS THE PATHWAY 
FOR YOU?
	• Do I enjoy being outside and staying active?
	• Am I interested in how food is grown or how 

forests are managed?
	• Do I care about sustainability and looking after 

the environment?
	• Do I like practical, hands-on tasks more than 

sitting at a desk?
	• Would I like to work with animals, machinery, or 

nature?
If you answered yes to any of these, the Primary 
Industries Vocational Pathway could be the right 
fit for you.

WHAT JOBS 
COULD I DO?
You might be surprised at how many career 
options exist in the Primary Industries, including:

Entry-Level Jobs
Farm Assistant, Nursery Worker, Forestry 
Labourer, Fruit Picker or Packer, General Hand in 
Horticulture, Dive Center Intern

With Training or Experience
Divemaster, Tractor/Machinery Operator, 
Irrigation Technician, Dairy or Sheep Farmer, 
Animal Health Technician

Specialist/Professional Roles
Farm or Orchard Manager, Agribusiness 
Consultant, Environmental Scientist, 
Conservation Ranger, Viticulturist (Grape 
Scientist), Agricultural Engineer

WHAT CAN I EARN?
Earnings vary depending on the role and level of 
experience:
	• Entry-level roles often start around $45,000 – 

$55,000 per year.
	• With a few years of experience or technical 

skills, this can rise to $60,000 – $80,000.
	• Managers, consultants, or specialists can earn 

$100,000+, particularly in agribusiness or 
environmental science.

Plus, many roles come with free or subsidised 
accommodation, especially in rural areas - that’s 
more money in your pocket.

THE FUTURE IS GREEN 
(AND GROWING)
The Primary Industries are evolving. Technology, 
science, and sustainability are transforming 
traditional farming into smart, future-focused 
careers. You could work with drones, develop 
eco-friendly systems, or help protect biodiversity. 
These industries need passionate, skilled people 
- now more than ever.
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SCUBA DIVING L3

Love the ocean? Want a job that’s exciting, 
hands-on, and far from ordinary? Try this trades 
course to see if a career under the water is for 
you. 
With Dive Zone Tauranga, you’ll train to become 
a certified scuba diver and begin a pathway to 
working anywhere in the world — from tropical 
reefs to marine research labs.
Dive Zone Tauranga is a 5 Star PADI Instructor 
Development Centre and a delivery site for 
the Academy of Diving Trust. This course is 
designed to take you from beginner to advanced 
diver, with the PADI Open Water, Advanced, 
and Rescue Diver certifications — the essential 
foundation for becoming a Divemaster, Dive 
Instructor, or working in marine biology, 
adventure tourism, and more.
You’ll train in pools, lakes, and the ocean — and 
complete up to 40 dives during the course!

KEY DETAILS
Course delivery Terms 1-3, 1 day per week

Location Dive Zone Tauranga. Diving 
at Lake Rotoma and out 
from Tauranga

NCEA level 3

FUTURE PATHWAYS
Diploma In Scuba Instruction, Adventure 
Tourism, Marine Studies, Commercial Diving, 
Underwater Construction, Navy Diver, Boat 
Skippers

FUTURE CAREERS
Dive Instructor, Dive Guide, Dive Retail, 
Adventure Tourism, Military, Commercial 
Diving, Super Yacht Crew, Boat Charter Crew, 
Outdoor Education, Tourism Guide

UNIT STD LEVEL CREDITS

28392 Scuba dive in open water to a 
maximum depth of 18m 3 7

28407 Complete scuba dives off a 
boat in open water 3 3

28408 Complete scuba dives off the 
shore in open water 3 4

28395 Complete diver rescues 3 7

TOTAL 21

GAIN A NZ CERTIFICATE IN DIVING

DIVE ZONE TAURANGA
Liz Plank

Liz@divezonetauranga.co.nz
021 398 744 9
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FORESTRY L2

If you want a career where the bush is your 
office, this course is the perfect starting point. 
Forestry Level 2 equips you with practical skills 
and knowledge to work safely and effectively in 
the forestry industry.
From operating machinery like chainsaws to 
understanding safe work practices and applying 
innovative thinking in a business context, you’ll 
gain valuable experience to open pathways into 
roles such as machine operator, engineer, or 
forestry scientist.

KEY DETAILS
Course delivery Terms 1-3, 1 day per week

Location ROT

NCEA level 2

FUTURE PATHWAYS
NZ Certificate in Solid Wood Manufacturing 
(L3) Saw Doctoring and Timber Machining, 
NZ Certificate in Solid Wood Manufacturing 
(L4) Laminating, NZ Certificate in Forest 
Harvesting Operations (L3) Manual Processing 
and Quality Control, NZ Certificate in Forest 
Harvesting Operations (L3) Woodsman 
Programme; Quality Control or Basic Machine 
Operation

FUTURE CAREERS
Forestry Operations, Machine Repairs, Wood 
Manufacturing Operator, Saw Doctor

UNIT STD LEVEL CREDITS

29297
Operate and maintain a 
chainsaw in a land-based 
context

2 8

22854 Apply innovative thinking within 
a business context 2 2

31656
Demonstrate knowledge of safe 
work practices in a primary 
industry operation

2 10

TOTAL 20

*Toi Ohomai course details and locations may change. Please 
contact careers advisers for the most up to date information.

GROW YOUR FUTURE OUTDOORS

TOI OHOMAI
Anne-Hélène, Jamie & Siniva

STP@toiohomai.ac.nz 
07 346 8858 11
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FARMING & AGRICULTURE L2 & L3

KEY DETAILS
Course delivery Terms 1-3 

L2 - 1 day per week 
L3 - 2 days per week

Location ROT, TGA 
if sufficient numbers

NCEA level 2 & 3

FARM & AG L2
This hands-on course introduces students to the 
essential skills required for a career in farming 
and agriculture. Learn practical tasks like 
livestock handling, fencing, and safe machinery 
use while gaining valuable knowledge about 
animal welfare and farm safety. Weekly trips 
to a variety of working farms give students the 
chance to apply their learning in real-world 
settings. A great starting point for anyone 
interested in the primary industries.

UNIT STD LEVEL CREDITS

19116
Demonstrate knowledge of 
livestock behaviour and welfare 
in a primary industry operation

2 2

31656
Demonstrate knowledge of safe 
work practices in a primary 
industry operation V1 L2 10CR

2 10

24540 Maintain and use a petrol-
powered brush cutter 2 2

19112 Check and report on livestock 2 4

18192 Demonstrate knowledge on
how cows produce milk 2 2

24832

Open and draw out a coil of 
wire, tie knots, join wire, and 
prepare wire for transport and 
storage.

2 5

TOTAL 25

FARM & AG L3
Step into more advanced on-farm 
responsibilities with this Level 3 course designed 
for students who are serious about a future in 
agriculture. Over two days each week, you'll 
gain hands-on experience across livestock 
health, animal handling, chainsaw operation, 
and seasonal farm tasks such as lamb docking. 
Learn practical, real-world skills in a supportive 
environment while building a strong foundation 
for employment or further training in the primary 
industries.

UNIT STD LEVEL CREDITS

19115 Handle and move livestock 3 6

32009
Assist with the prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment of 
livestock health problems 

3 16

29297
Operate and maintain a 
chainsaw in a land-based 
context

3 8

581 Dock and treat lambs 3 5

TOTAL 35

FUTURE PATHWAYS
NZ Certificate in Primary Industry Operational 
Skills (L3), NZ Certificate in Agriculture 
(Farming Systems) (L3), NZ Diploma in Primary 
Industry Business Management (L5)

FUTURE CAREERS
Farm Assistant, Shepherd, Milk Harvester, 
Livestock Manager, Farming

*Toi Ohomai course details and locations may change. Please
contact careers advisers for the most up to date information.

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT A FUTURE IN FARMING?

TOI OHOMAI
Anne-Hélène, Jamie & Siniva

STP@toiohomai.ac.nz 
07 346 885810
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